Director of the von Karman Institute

The von Karman Institute for Fluid Dynamics (VKI), a non-profit multinational centre of excellence in fluid dynamics located in Belgium, seeks applicants for the position of Director. 

The institute’s mission is post-graduate education and training; an active funded research program complements this mission. Areas of special competence are the fluid dynamic aspects of aeronautics, aerospace, environmental and industrial flows, turbomachinery, computational fluid dynamics and measurement techniques. The Institute possesses a richness in facilities and instrumentation relative to universities, a high level of competence in its personnel, and a strong reputation for training in the resolution of complex problems involving basic and applied fluid dynamics. Computation and experimentation are in equal balance affording an ideal opportunity for learning. 

The main responsibility of the Director is to ensure the continued excellence of the Institute’s teaching and research programmes by providing effective leadership as well as administrative and financial management. He/she will be responsible to and receive general policy guidance from the Institute’s Board of Directors. The Director, in concert with the Board, will take actions to procure the necessary human and financial resources to meet the Institute’s goals; to this end, the relations of the VKI with industrial and research establishments as well as universities in the NATO countries, in particular in Belgium, are of first importance. These actions include the preparation of the budget; contacts with NATO, the European Union, and national Belgian funding authorities; the writing of annual reports; the management of personnel, etc. The Director will collaborate closely with the faculty members, and in particular with the heads of department, in formulating the annual goals in teaching and research and the overall long-range plans.
The VKI Director should have an engineering or scientific degree as well as teaching and/or research experience in fluid dynamics and should have a high reputation in a specialty as evidenced by publications and should have had managerial experience. He/she must be a citizen of a NATO country. The position requires a full time commitment and residency within a reasonable distance of the VKI. The Director should be fluent in English and have a sufficient knowledge of one of the two languages of the host country (French and Dutch) 

The Director may choose to participate in teaching and research at the VKI, commensurate with the above duties, so as to retain direct contact with the principal functions of the Institute. 

The Director will serve five years, renewable, and the salary will be at the level of a Full Senior Professor in the Belgian university system together with appropriate compensation for responsibilities. The preferred starting date is 1 October 2008. 

Applications, with resume, should be addressed before 15 May 2008 , to
Prof. Jean-Pierre Contzen
Chairman, VKI Board of Directors
c/o von Karman Institute for Fluid Dynamics
Chaussée de Waterloo, 72
B-1640 Rhode Saint Genèse


